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Tips & Tools for FUNdraising  
 

Thank you for choosing to raise funds to help us Make a Difference in the lives of our children 

and young adults!  

 

Through your fundraising you will be playing a special part in helping our children and young 

people lead happier lives. Your contribution will make it possible for us to run the retreats and 

other programs for our kids that are so crucial to their wellbeing. It will help to ensure that our 

children and young people receive the support they deserve – the kind of support many 

children can just take for granted. 

 

This Tips & Tools FUNdraising Kit will help you plan a successful fundraising event from start to 

finish. Here are a few simple steps to help you get started: 

 

Step No. 1. Choose a fundraising activity. 

 

If you need help with choosing an event, we have numerous suggestions here - see our 

FUNdraiser Ideas below! 

 

Step No. 2. Apply to Make a Difference for an approval for your Fundraiser. 

 

We are required by law to issue an Approval to Fundraise to any person or organisation 

fundraising for us. You will receive an approval to fundraise when:  

• We have received your written and signed application - please find the 

Application to Fundraise Form at the bottom of this kit 

• We think that your fundraiser has a good enough chance of success   

• We have confirmed that our insurance fully covers your event, and 

• We are happy that your event will be safe. 

 

Make a Difference cannot support events that could be seen as supporting or promoting 

any activities or lifestyles that could be detrimental to the health and wellbeing of our 

children and young people. For example, events that promote alcohol or drug use, or risk-

taking behaviours (such as smoking and gambling).  

 

Please be sure to run your ideas past us at a very early stage of planning, to safeguard 

against any disappointments related to unforeseen problems with your event idea.  Also, 

please  ensure that you provide as much detailed information as possible about your event 

in your Application to Fundraise Form. If your application is approved, we will wholeheartedly 

support you with advice, resourcing and a cheer squad, and whatever else we can possibly 

do to help! 

 

Step No. 3. We send you Approval to Fundraise and outline your responsibilities as a 

Fundraiser, usually by email. 

 

Step No. 4. Plan ahead and use diverse resources to achieve fundraising success. 

 

We will support you however we can: by advertising your event on our website and 

Facebook page; by providing Make a Difference posters to promote your event; possibly 

gathering a team of volunteers to assist you; have our Founder and CEO, Mandy Miles, come 

and speak to potential participants or donors or other important stakeholders prior to (or 

after) your event; by members of our Board or other representatives actually attending your 

event; and with financial or marketing support, where approved by the Board. 
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Please think of us as a support crew – use our resources as agreed, don’t be afraid to ask 

about novel ways you may think of that we could help – and think laterally about innovative 

and ingenious ways that you too, can maximise the impact of your campaign.  

 

Remember to always keep close to us – keeping us in touch with the plan and the progress 

of your fabulous event! 

 

If possible, please use the following wording in the promotion of your event:  

 

“Proudly supporting Make a Difference - Assisting children and young people living in 

challenging circumstances”. 

 

ALWAYS REMEMBER – you may not promote your event in the media or produce any 

promotional materials related to your event, without specific approval from Olja or Mandy, in 

writing.  

 

ALSO – you are NOT authorised to be interviewed on our behalf for print or any other media, 

other than to speak solely about your event.  We ask that you leave any discussion of our 

model or our work in any public forum, to the staff or Board of Make a Difference. Thanks   

 

Step No. 5. Start fundraising. 

 

Set up your fundraising page on one of our platforms: Everyday Hero or Go Fundraise. 

 

1. Head to our link on Everyday Hero: https://nfp.everydayhero.com/au/make-a-difference 

 or GoFundraise: https://www.gofundraise.com.au/beneficiary/MakeaDifferenceLtd 

 

2. Click on 'Start fundraising'. 

 

3. Enter your details to create your very own fundraiser account. Or if you are already a user 

 of Everyday Hero and/or GoFundraise then log in with your details. 

 

4. You will then be asked to stylise your fundraising page. You can customise your page’s title 

 and URL, set your fundraising target, upload up images or videos, make your first blog 

 post about your fundraiser and write personal thank you messages to be sent to 

 anyone who donates. 

 

5. Once you have finished your page, write down your log in details so you can go back and 

 make changes and track donations. 

 

6. Send your fundraising page link to all of your contacts and encourage them to donate. 

 Sharing your fundraising page through social media sites will also help you achieve 

 your targets! It is a great way to get the word out about what we do 

 while engaging your friends and family in who you are supporting. 
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If you require assistance you can contact us or the friendly Everyday Hero and GoFundraise 

support team at: 

http://www.everydayhero.com.au/contact/contact_us 

http://university.gofundraise.com.au/cms/contactus 

 

Step No. 6. Have fun! 

 

Take a l-o-o-o-t of photos and let us know how your fundraiser went if we are not able to 

attend your event. We will spread the word about your success and show our supporters how 

you have helped us Make a Difference! Good luck :) 

 

Getting funds to us 

 

If you are using an online fundraising site like Everyday Hero or Go Fundraise then all of your 

donations will be automatically remitted to Make a Difference. You don’t need to do 

anything other than fundraise! 

 

If you are collecting cash donations please ensure they are kept secure at all times. Two 

people must count the cash and cash must be sealed up upon completion of the vent and 

brought to Olja for counting. It must be banked as soon as possible after the event. Please 

ask us for our account details if you need to do this. We will provide you with a reference to 

use which will be essential so that we can track your fundraising. If you would like to send us a 

cheque you need to send it to Make a Difference, 24 Carter Street, Sydney Olympic Park 

NSW 2127. Please include your details in the envelope so that we know it has come from you. 

 

A BIG THANK YOU for fundraising for us! With your support we will be able to ensure our kids 

and young people get the care they deserve through our retreats and other programs. 

 

We so appreciate the generosity of individuals and organisations who volunteer, donate and 

help us Make a Difference to the lives of our children and young adults! 

 

 

FUNdraiser Ideas 

 
Would you like to host a fundraising activity but need some inspiration? Here are a few 

fundraiser ideas that can help your creative juices flowing. Whether it is a large or small 

event, you can easily find something to suit everyone! 

Afternoon or Morning Tea - Ask your family, friends or colleagues to bring a plate of food and 

charge an entry fee to all participants.  

Art with a Heart - Create artwork to benefit Make a Difference - have it sold at an exhibition, 

a fair or online. Maybe ask some local artists, school or university students to donate artworks 

for sale or auction. 

...-a-thon - Such as Walk-a-thon, Run-a-thon, Bike-a-thon, Dance-a-thlon, the options are 

endless, plus everyone wants to be active! Friends and family can sponsor every kilometre 

you walk, run, ride or dance.  

Bake a Difference - Organise a cake, muffin, cupcake or sandwich stall. Or would you prefer 

a BBQ and maybe pancakes with it? Just bake to Make a Difference!  

Big Losers - Participants are sponsored for every kilogram they lose. Why not improve health 

and support a charity at the same time? 
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Book Sale - Help your friends, family and colleagues clear out their book shelves and 

organise a book sale where all proceeds are donated to Make a Difference. 

Christmas Cards or Baubles for Kids - Design and sell one-of-a-kind Christmas cards or 

baubles. You can also offer hand-delivery service for an additional charge. 

Dancing Lessons - Talk to your local dance school to see if they would like to donate their 

time for a week of lessons. Sign people up, and collect payment in advance. You can divide 

students into groups such as beginner and experienced, or into age groups, especially if you 

decide to include kids. 

Dress down or up day - Forget everyday clothes! Why not dress ↓ or ↑ and make the day 

different? 

Garage sale - We all have things we do not need or use that can be used towards a great 

cause. A weekend car boot sale is a great fundraiser and an opportunity for everyone to 

spring clean their homes. 

Guessing game - Participants guess the quantity of jelly beans, paperclips, coins, popcorn in 

a jar and pay a gold coin to enter the contest. The winner gets a prize.  

 

Happy Tummy Days - Have participants bring their favourite dish as well as copies of their 

recipes, then charge each person interested to have a piece of the dishes for lunch or 

dinner. Additional funds can be raised by selling or auctioning the recipes. 

 

Loose Change Collection - Obtain labelled containers from us and place them on counters 

of your or local businesses, asking clients for donations to benefit the children and young 

people at Make a Difference. 

 

Music Event/Concert - Do you have your own band, play an instrument or enjoy singing? Or 

maybe your friends do? Why not organise a concert and ask for an entry fee while showing 

your talents? 

Photo Scanning - Digitise old photos stuck in drawers and boxes or photo albums. You need a  

flatbed scanner, image scanning software and a computer. Set a price per photo or offer 

volume discounts. Tell participants to bring their own CDs or USBs to store the scanned 

photos, or add them to the service for an extra fee. 

 

Pictures with Santa or Easter Bunny - Charge a few dollars per shot. It is less expensive than at 

a mall and for a great cause. 

Meals - Sell sweets or baked treats around the office. If colleagues can’t come to you, why 

not walk around the office and go to them? 

Music Event - Got your own band, play an instrument or enjoy singing? Why not put on a 

concert or music recital? 

Night at the Movies - Have friends or family over for a movie night. Sell tickets, popcorn and 

ice cream to make it as authentic as possible! 

Swear Box - Any slip of the tongue is a coin in the box and a good way to break a bad habit. 

Sweet Day - Purchase fundraising chocolates, bags of lollies and/or cakes to sell at school or 

work. Who could resist sweets to Make a Difference? 

Tips: You can often sell sponsorships of events to businesses willing to add their name or logo in exchange for a 

donation. 
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Application to Fundraise Form 

 

Your name ..................................................................................................................................... 

Title  Mr  Mrs  Ms  Dr 

Name of community/company/group (if applicable).................................................................. 

Your address.................................................................................................................................. 

Suburb......................................................................................................................................................

State....................................................Postcode ....................... 

Your email........................................................................................................................................... 

Your contact number................................................................. 

Event name............................................................................................................................................. 

Date.......................................................................................................................................................... 

Venue:......................................................................................................................................................

Venue address:...................................................................................................................................... 

Event Description - please give us as many details as possible about your fundraiser: 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

How will the funds be raised? 

...................................................................................................................................................................

...................................................................................................................................................................

....................................................................................................................................................... 

Estimated total donation to Make a Difference: 

................................................................................................................................................................... 
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Make a Difference is required under the Fundraising Acts to record details of your fundraising 

event expenses. Please detail your fundraising activities, expected income and expenses. 

Estimated Income and Expenses - Please adjust items applicable to your event 

Item Income Expenses Amount 

Tickets  Promotional Material  

Raffle  Food & Beverage  

Auction  Venue Hire  

Donations  Prizes  

Sponsorship  Security  

  Insurance  

  Transport  

    

    

    

    

Total Income  Total Expenses  

Total Profit    

 

Terms & Conditions I/We understand the terms and conditions under which any fundraising 

activities benefiting Make a Difference need to operate. I/We will endeavour to ensure that  

Make a Difference staff are informed of the development of any fundraising concepts and 

approve any promotional material or media releases citing Make a Difference as the 

beneficiary. I/We have read Make a Difference’s terms and conditions and offer to hold the 

fundraising event in accordance with those terms and conditions. I/We agree to send the 

proceeds raised to Make a Difference within 14 days of the conclusion of the fundraising 

event. 

I,..................................................................................(fundraiser’s name) agree to conduct my 

event .............................................................................(event name) in a manner which upholds 

Make a Difference’s integrity, professionalism and values. I agree to inform Make a 

Difference if the details of my event deviate from those stated in this Agreement to 

Fundraise. I agree to the terms and conditions in this Agreement to Fundraise. 

Signed .................................................................................................... 

Date................................ 

Signed (Make a Difference Team Member).......................................................................................  

Date.................................. 

Please return this completed form to the Make a Difference Team via email: 

info@makeadifference.com.au 

A Make a Difference Team Member will be in contact with you soon to discuss the support 

Make a Difference can give you for your upcoming fundraising event.  

Thank you for your support! 


